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International application No. PCT/G BOO/03739 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70. 1 7))\ 
Description, pages: 

1 -36 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-103 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/1 7-1 7/1 7 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which Is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ 



the drawings, 



sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

IV, Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. O This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention Is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

H not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the International application were the subject of International preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

\S all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 1-92.101,102 
No: Claims 93-100,103 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 1-92 
Claims 93-103 
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Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-103 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 

The present application does not meet the requirements of Rule 13.1 PCT, because it 
contains more than one invention. The separate group of inventions are: 

I) Reconfigurable activity surface with means for seamingless joining two sections with 
inclined edges to the vertical (claims 1-81) 

II) Reconfigurable tray moving apparatus with means for lateral alignment (claim 82- 

87) 

III) Reconfigurable tray moving apparatus with means for securely locating the tray at 
the coupling position (claims 88 -92) 

IV) A movable reconfigurable tray for replacing sections of an activity surface (claims 
93-103) 

Invention I, II, III and Invention IV are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept (Rule 13.1 PCT) because no technical relationship involving one or more of the 
same or corresponding special technical features in the sense of Rule 13.2 PCT does 
exist between the subject-matter of the four groups of inventions. 
The technical feature of having a movable reconfigurable tray for replacing sections of 
an activity surface, which is common to most of the independent claims, is already 
known from the prior art (see section V) and does not represent a special technical 
feature according to Rule 13.2 PCT. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Document D1=WO92/05690 A, which is considered to represent the most relevant 
state of the art, discloses an apparatus for closing a fixed gap of an activity 
surface from which the subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that means are provided 
for guiding the tray into Ihe gap so as to wedge the tray realisably in the gap and 
thereby to provide a substantially continuous activity surface. 
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Since a this technical feature is not contained in any of the available prior art 
documents, the subject-matter defined in claim 1 is new (Article 33 (2) PCT). 
Furthermore, said subject-matter is considered to be inventive because none of 
the cited documents or combination thereof contains any hint that would lead in an 
obvious way to the combination of features described in independent claim 1 
(Article 33 (3) PCT). 

2. Independent apparatus claims 77 differs from the subject-matter of document D1 
in that a first section of an activity surface with an overlapping edge inclined to the 
vertical and a second section with complementary edges are provided so that both 
sections can be joined seamless. In view of the available prior art this technical 
feature is neither known nor obvious so that claim 77 fulfills the requirements of 
Articles 33 (2) and (3) PCT. 

3. The method claims 50 and 70 with corresponding technical features to apparatus 
claims 1 and 77 are also new and inventive according to Articles 33 (2) and (3) 
PCT. 

4. Independent apparatus claims 82 differs from the subject-matter of document D1 
in that means for moving the tray laterally with respect to the direction of travel on 
the rails to effect alignment are provided . In view of the available prior art this 
technical feature is neither known nor obvious so that claim 82 fulfills the 
requirements of Articles 33 (2) and (3) PCT. 

5. Independent apparatus claims 88 differs from the subject-matter of document D1 
in that a set of guide rails is provided for moving and securely locating the tray at 
the coupling position by transferring the weight of the tray from the guide wheels 
to fixed support means of the tray. In view of the available prior art this technical 
feature is neither known nor obvious so that claim 88 also fulfills the requirements 
of Articles 33 (2) and (3) PCT. 
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6. Document D1 further discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A replaceable section (21) of an activity surface (48), the section being provided 
on a movable reconfigurable tray and being arranged to disengage the activity 
surface and be moved away therefrom to be replaced by another section of the 
activity surface provided on the movable tray (cf. figure 8, page 9, second 
paragraph). 

The subject-matter of claim 93 is therefore not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

7. Document D1 discloses also a movable reconfigurable tray for providing 
replaceable sections of an activity surface, the movable tray comprising first and 
second sections compatible with and engageable with the activity surface, the 
movable tray being arranged to replace the first section by the second section 
when the first section has become wom (cf. page 8, third paragraph). 

The subject-matter of independent claim 103 is therefore also not novel (Article 
33(2) PCT). 

8. The dependent claims 2-49, 51-69, 71-76, 78-81, 83-87 and 89-92 define further 
embodiments of the independent claims 1 , 50, 70, 77, 82 and 88 which are also 
new and inventive (Article 33 (2) , (3) PCT). 

9. The combination of the features of dependent claims 94-1 02 is also disclosed in 
document D1 or would be obvious for a man skilled in the art . Therefore, the 
claims 94 -102 do not fulfill the requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty 
and/or inventive step (Article 33 (2), (3) PCT). 

10. The subject-matter of claims 1-103 is considered to have an industrial application. 
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Re It mVII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . Independent claims 1 , 50, 70, 77, 82, 88, 93 and 103 are not in the two-part form 
in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be 
appropriate, with those features known in combination from the prior art 
(document D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the 
remaining features being included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

2. The features of the claims 1-103 are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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SSA/P6768W0 


FOR FURTHER Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
- (Form PCT/lSA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 


International application No. 

PCT/GB 00/03739 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

29/09/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

01/10/1999 


Applicant 

CAVENDISH, Peregrine, Andrew, Morney et al . 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this international Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 sheets. 

[X] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority In written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



2. 
3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box 11). 



4. With regard to the title, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2 



Pn as suggested by the applicant. |^ None of the figures. 

I I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classitication symbols) 

IPC 7 A63C A63K 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included In Itie fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



NL 9 101 557 A (RUDOLPHUS JOHANNES 
CHRISTIAAN) 16 April 1993 (1993-04-16) 



the whole document 

DE 25 43 176 A (EHLSCHEID KG FRIEDHELM) 
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the whole document 
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17 December 1998 (1998-12-17) 



the whole document 
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88,93, 
103 
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88,93, 
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Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



Special categories of cited documents : 

'A* document defining the general stale of the art which Is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

'E' earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

■P" document published prior to the international filing dale but 
later than the priority date claimed 



■J* later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

'Y' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in Itie art. 

'&' document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 

15 January 2001 


Date of mailing of the international search report 
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Name and mailing address of the ISA 
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